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Abstract 
Problem Statement: In Turkish education system, the transition system between the education levels is being organized based 
on various central exams for many years. One of these exams was the Student Selection and Placement Examination for 
Secondary Education Institutions also known as OKS, which was used for transition from primary schools to secondary 
education system. This exam held once in every year was based on placing the students to various secondary education 
institutions according to the ranking of their exam scores. However with a change made in 2007, this system has been replaced 
with Level Determination Examination known as SBS. According to this system, a single exam is not going to determine the 
direction of the transition of students to secondary education anymore. The main reason for this change made is being explained 
as implementing a process-focused assessment system by evaluating the performances of the students and by determining the 
level of their acquisitions rather than being a competition.  
Purpose of Study: The main objective of this study is to determine how much this change is adhered by comparing the opinions 
of the teachers working at the schools playing an important role in the system and the teachers working at private courses 
regarding the SBS exams being recently held.  
Methods: The study population of the research being carried out based on the scanning model is determined as Ankara province. 
100 teachers working at 10 private courses and 100 teachers working at 10 primary schools which are chosen with random 
sampling method from this population have composed the sample of the research.  The data have been collected by using both 
quantitative and qualitative data collecting techniques. The quantitative data have been collected with a semi-structured interview 
from 10 school teachers and 10 private course teachers  
Findings and Results: Especially, the SBS exam questions are significantly different from OKS question structure according to 
results obtained from the qualitative data. They are consisted of the questions related to the acquisitions of the lessons in general. 
Therefore it can be mentioned that a selection system based on an in-school education process is being implemented. 
Nevertheless, problems regarding the concept validity can be mentioned.  
Conclusions and Recommendations: New SBS system should be taken up seriously by teacher working in schools. The 
problems of SBS system should be solved and system should be continued steadily.
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1. Introduction 
Like it is in many countries, in the Turkish education system, entrance to secondary education and entrance to higher 
education is being organized based on various central exams. Recently, OKS exam is held in 2007-2008 education 
year and single staged exam is applied for entrance to high schools. In this exam, which was being held once in a 
year, the students were being placed to various secondary school institutions as a result of the rankings made 
according to the scores obtained. However, the Ministry of National Education (MEB) has started to implement the 
SBS exam system to be held for the 6th, 7th and the 8th grades of primary education at the end of every education 
year. In this study, the aim is to determine how this new application is being evaluated by the groups from the 
Ministry of Education and private course institutions. 
2.Problem 
It was being continuously mentioned by the authorities that the previously implemented OKS was not compatible 
with the vision and new arrangements of Ministry of National Education and consequently bringing along many 
problems. Instead of the single exam entrance-system, SBS system replaced with the OKS, is an important stage of 
the secondary education entrance system that is based on the assessment the process. The new secondary education 
entrance system is being described as a modern system, compatible with the philosophies of the new educational 
programs which considers the important factors such as the achievement of the student within the school, the social 
development of the student, public spirit and humanism, obeisance to school rules, relations with her/his 
environment. Within these goals, the pilot implementation of the SBS trial exam was held in December, in 2007-
2008 education year. Within the direction of the criticism made, it has been improved and implemented in June, 
2008 throughout the country for the 6th and 7th grades. In the same year, the 8th graders took the OKS exam and 
placed to secondary education institution according to the scores of this exam. (MEB, 2007a).
The Secondary Education Entrance System has two more components other than SBS:  End of year achievement 
point: (YBP) and behavior point: (DN).  End of Year Achievement Point; is the point calculated by diving the total 
of weighted points (which is calculated by multiplying the end of year points obtained from related year courses by 
the weekly course hours) by the total of weekly course hours in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades of the primary education. 
Behavior Point; is calculated automatically by the system which includes obtaining the arithmetic average of the 
individual points given by each teachers actually teaching the courses based on the standards set for the attitudes, 
behaviors and skills of the students in the primary schools. %70 of the Level Assessment Exam, %25 of the end of 
year achievement point and %5 of the behavior point is being calculated separately for each class and by this way 
the grade point is being determined. At the end of the 8th grade, %25 of the 6th grade point, %35 of the 7th grade 
point and the %40 of the 8th grade point is taken into account and with the total of these calculated points, secondary 
education placement point is being determined. Placement of the student to Science High Schools, Social Sciences 
High Schools, Anatolian High Schools and to the other schools previously accepting students according to the OKS 
scores, will be made based on this Secondary Education Placement Point (European Commission. 2007; MEB, 
2007b). 
In the public, several opinions are being discussed regarding this new application. Education Union (E÷itim Sen) 
and Independent Teachers Union (Ba÷ımsız E÷itimciler Sendikası), have mentioned that SBS is far away from 
solving the problems of the country’s education system and the system has been transformed into a structure based 
on exams starting from primary school to the university and afterwards. Also, they have mentioned that this system 
shifts the education to private courses, private tuitions and private schools by corrupting the public education 
(Rehber Dershaneleri, 2008). On the other hand, Ministry of Education claimed the opposite in the statement they 
have made that this system will decrease the demand to the private courses (MEB, 2008). 
In the statement made by the Student Selection and Placement Center, similar concerns have been mentioned and 
the opinion regarding the possible demand increase towards the private courses has been underlined. Besides, there 
are other undesired estimations related to the increase of the differences between the types of high schools, making 
several exams whereas such systems are being abandoned by the world, the risk of possible violations regarding the 
effect of school achievements to the student’s score and the negative effects of stress that the students will be 
exposed to during these three exams (Yarıma÷an, 2007).  
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3.Aim 
The aim of the Study is to compare the opinions of the teachers of Ministry of National Education and the teachers 
of the private course institutions regarding the new SBS exams being implemented as a result of the transformations 
made in the secondary education entrance system. By this way, the level of the approval regarding this 
transformation and the opinions regarding the competence of the SBS exam to the principles set in the beginning 
will be observed.  
Method 
4.Research Model 
The research is made according to the browsing model. According to this, the opinions of the teachers of Ministry of 
National Education and the teachers of the private course institutions regarding the replacement of the OKS with 
SBS exam in the secondary education entrance system are taken. 
 5.Population and Sampling  
The study population of the research contains the private course institutions in Ankara and the primary schools 
located in nine center districts of Ankara. 100 teachers working at 10 private courses and 100 teachers working at 10 
primary schools which are chosen with random sampling method from this population have composed the sample of 
the research.   
6.Collection of Data  
In the study both quantitative and qualitative data have been collected. The qualitative data have been collected with 
a likert type questionnaire with 12 items; the quantitative data have been collected with a semi-structured interview 
with 4 questions. Both data collection tools have been developed based on the judgments of an expert. The 
questionnaire is given to 100 private course teachers and 100 Ministry of National Education teachers; qualitative 
questions are addressed to 10 teachers from each group.. To achieve this, the opinions of 10 school teachers and 10 
private course teachers including 2 teachers for each of the following branches: Math, Turkish, Natural Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Foreign Language as the branches covered by the scope of the exam questions.
7.Data Analysis
In the comparative analysis, parametric test assumptions are evaluated with Levene’s test. Mann Whitney U test is 
used when the independent groups T test could not be used during the dual comparisons provided by the parametric 
test assumptions. During the analysis of the data, the opinions are interpreted as follows: 1-1,80 strongly disagree, 
1,81-2,60 disagree, 2,61-3,40 rather agree, 3,41-4,20 agree, 4,21-5,00 strongly agree. Confidence interval is 
determined as P=,05. Content analysis is made for the analysis of the qualitative data  
8. Findings And Comments 
The opinions of the groups have been compared regarding the 12 items mentioned in the questionnaire. The data 
obtained is seen in Table 1.  
As it is seen in the table, firstly, parametric test assumptions are determined according to the Levene’s test and for 
the items 5, 9 and 11, having significant difference Mann Whitney U test is used. For the other items, conclusion is 
made according to the results of independent sample t-test which is a parametric test. According to this, both groups 
have objected to the continuation of OKS system (Item 1), partially agreed with the opinion of holding several 
exams is not an innovation, as being implemented with SBS (Item 4). Whereas, the opinion of holding several 
exams in SBS to asses the achievement of the student is an accurate approach (Item 2) was being agreed by both 
groups, teachers of private course institutions have agreed with this opinion more than teachers of Ministry of 
Education. They have partially agreed with the opinion of increasing the number of the exams will increase the 
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stress of students (Item 3). According to this, we can say that both groups have positive opinions about SBS 
implementation but they do not have definite thoughts about it as the system is quite new.  
Whereas the opinion of the implementation SBS will contribute to the establishment of constructivist approach in 
the new primary education programs, was agreed by teachers of Ministry of National Education, it was partially 
agreed by the teachers of private course institutions (Item 8). Whereas, both groups agreed with the opinion of 
holding several exams will increase the demand to the private course institutions, teachers of private course 
institutions have agreed with this opinion more than teachers of Ministry of Education (Item 12). In fact, both 
groups disagreed with the opinion of holding an exam based on the school curriculum will gradually decrease the 
demand to private course institutions and teachers of private course institutions have disagreed with this opinion 
more than teachers of Ministry of Education. According to this, it is observed that the opinion of implementation of 
a new system will not decrease the demand to private course institutions is generally being accepted. 
Table 1: The opinions of the Private Course Institution Teachers and Ministry of National Education Teachers 
regarding the SBS  
Groups N X SD df Levene p M.W.U p t p 
1. Single exam system in OKS should have continued.
MNE** 100 1,970 1,175 
PCI*** 100 2,273 1,175 207 0,605 0,438 --- --- -1,861 0,064 
2. Approach of holding several exams in SBS is a more accurate approach than OKS regarding the assessment of the student’s 
achievement.
MNE 100 3,417 1,075 
PCI 100 3,839 1,039 207 0,002 0,968 --- --- -2,758 0,006* 
3. Approach of holding several exams in SBS is not suitable as it creates stress on students.  
MNE 100 2,970 1,070 
PCI 100 2,867 1,042 207 0,183 0,670 --- --- 0,704 0,482 
4. SBS has no difference from OKS in fact. Increasing the number of the exams is not an improvement.  
MNE 100 3,058 1,101 
PCI 100 2,773 1,106 207 1,143 0,286 --- --- 1,864 0,064 
5. In SBS, following the school curriculum and asking questions based on the acquisitions may eliminate the need present for private 
course institutions. 
MNE 100 2,524 1,218 
PCI 100 2,056 1,231 207 12,639 0,000* 4299,0 0,006* --- --- 
6. Being implemented with SBS, considering the %25 of school achievement for determining the student’s achievement is an accurate 
application. 
MNE 100 3,456 1,100 
PCI 100 3,283 1,169 207 0,622 0,431 --- --- 1,103 0,271 
7. Being implemented with SBS, considering the %5 of behavior point for determining the student’s achievement is an accurate application 
MNE 100 3,301 1,170 
PCI 100 3,226 1,157 207 0,101 0,751 --- --- 0,463 0,644 
8. As SBS is based on the acquisitions of the education programs, it will be helpful for the establishment of the new approach in the 
primary education program at the same time. 
MNE 100 3,514 0,906 
PCI 100 3,311 0,979 207 2,021 0,157 --- --- 1,556 0,121 
9. Due to its content, SBS is not a competition or a ranking exam; it determines the present level/school performance of the student.  
MNE 100 2,922 1,081 
PCI 100 2,669 1,200 207 5,322 0,022* 4795,0 0,117 --- --- 
10. The consideration of the school achievement in SBS, eliminates the concept of important-unimportant lesson distinction present in the 
student’s mind. 
MNE 100 3,359 0,968 
PCI 100 3,254 1,095 207 2,336 0,128 --- --- 0,730 0,466 
11. Taking the student’s behavior point into consideration at %5, is not appropriate as it is a subjective evaluation.  
MNE 100 2,961 1,136 
PCI 100 3,254 1,227 207 5,214 0,023* 4725,0 0,084 --- --- 
12. Several exams held in SBS will increase the demand to private course institutions instead of eliminating this need; even the 
intermediate-grade students might need to attend private courses.  
MNE 100 3,922 1,126 
PCI 100 4,094 1,073 207 0,950 0,331 --- --- -1,130 0,260 
*P < 0,05 significant 
**Ministry of  National Education Teachers 
***Private Course Institutions Teachers 
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Both groups partially agreed with the opinion of SBS’s being an exam assessing the student’s school performance 
(Item 9) and they also partially agreed with the opinion of the contribution of behavior point to achievement at %5 is 
a good approach (Items 7 and 11). In addition to this, there is no statistical difference between the groups regarding 
the contribution of school achievement point to achievement at %25 (Item 6) ( t = 1,103; p = 0,271). Teachers of 
Ministry of National Education have agreed with this opinion and teachers of private course institutions have 
partially agreed with it.  
The data obtained as a result of the qualitative data is as follows. Whereas, the teachers of Ministry of National 
Education mentioned that the questions are generally prepared by considering the Piaget’s concrete stage, the 
teacher’s of private course institutions did not strongly analyze the questions in this aspect.   Teachers of private 
course institutions found the content of questions to be insufficient, and they mentioned that these questions will 
cause difficulties for ranking the scores as they are easy and will be insufficient to asses the acquisitions. However, 
teachers of Ministry of National Educations had in general more positive opinion regarding these matters; they 
related the easy questions to better assessment of acquisitions rather than ranking the scores. According to these 
results it can be said that teachers of Ministry of National Education have a more positive attitude for this 
transformation. This result is in parallel with the quantitative data.  
9.Conclusions and Recommendations 
Both groups have found this change made regarding the secondary education entrance system positive. This 
conclusion is in parallel with the opinion of the Ministry of National Education. However, it is observed that they 
did not strongly agree that this transformation will decrease the demand to private course institutions. Also 
education unions and Yarıma÷an have expressed similar opinions (Rehber Dershaneleri, 2008; Yarıma÷an, 2007). In 
General, it is observed that teachers of Ministry of National Education mention that Level Assessment Exam 
supports the primary education programs, consideration of the school achievement points is a correct application, 
the content of the questions and the acquisitions can be measured. It can be said that both groups approached 
cautiously to the contribution of behavior mark at %5. According to this, teachers of Ministry of National Education 
approve the system transformation more than the teachers of private course institutions. The recommendations can 
be listed as follows according to these outcomes. 
 Within the direction of the outcomes, necessary arrangements should be made by carrying out scientific studies 
regarding the new system. The teachers working at Ministry of National Education should be acknowledged to 
increase their awareness regarding the system. In addition to this, public can be acknowledged with the contribution 
of the media in order to inform the public about this transformation.  
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